Era of One-Party

Dominance

[ Fastracl« Revision )

» Challenge of Building Nation

» Indian politiclans reallsed the importance of politics

in a democracy after thelr country gained its freedom.
They did not perceive politics as a problem, but rather
as a means of resolving issues.

» The Constitution was ratified on November 26,
1949, and it was then signed on January 24, 1950,
before taking Force on January 26, 1950. An Interim
government was In place at the time and was In charge
of the nation.

» In January 1950, the Indlan Election Commission was
fFounded. India's Chief Election Commissioner was
originally appointed as Sukumar Sen. It was anticipated
that the nation would have its first general elections
sometime in 1950.

» The Election Commission soon realised that holding
a free and Fair electlon in a natlon the size of Indla
would not be simple. To hold free and Ffalr elections,
this commission mandated the drafting of electoral
district lines and the creation of an electoral roll with
all eligible voters.

» The first general election served as the first significant
democratic test in a developing, illiterate nation.
Democracy had only been practised up until that point
in wealthy, largely literate nations in Europe and North
America.

» The elections finally took place from October 1951 to
February 1952 after belng delayed btwice. However,
because most of the country cast its ballots In January
1952, this election is known as the 1952 election. The
campaigning, voting, and tallying were Finished in six
months.

» The 1952 General Election in India marked a turning
point in democratic development worldwide.

» Towards the end of 1990 the Election Commission
started using the EVM. By 2004 the entire had shifted
to the EVM.

» Congress's Domlinance in the First Three Genoral
Elections

» The Congress party, as It was often known, carrled on
the legacy of the national movement, therefore the
outcomes of the First general electlon did not come as
a surprise to anyone. At the time, it was the only party
wlith a natlonwlde arganlsation.
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The Communist Party of India received anly 16 seats,
A although the party gained 364 of the 489 seats In the
& first Lok Sabha.

SN

» The state elections took place concurrently with the
Lok Sabha elections, and the Congress also won handily
In both of those contests. Except for Travancore-
Cochin (now part of Kerala), Madras, and Qrissa, it won
a majorlty of the seats In every state.

» When the Congress won three-fourths of the seats In
the second and third general elections, which were
conducted In 1957 and 1962, respectively, they kept
their position in the Lok Sabha.

» Communist Victory in Kerala

» The Communist Party gained the most seats in Kerala's
leglslature at the assembly elections that were held In
March 1957. Five independents supported the party,
which took 60 of the 126 seats.

» After losing the State's election, the Congress party
launched a °“liberation struggle” agalnst the elected
administration.

» According to Article 356 of the Constitution, the
Congress administration at the centre ousted the

Communist government of Kerala in 1959. The Frst
time that constitutional emergency powers were
abused was in this ruling.

» Nature of Congress Dominance

» One-party rule has not just occurred in India but in

other natlons as well. One-party rule Is exemplified
by numerous other parties throughout the globe. But
between these and the experlence In Indla, there Is a
significant distinctlon.

» In the remalning Instances, one party's dominance was
secured by undermining democracy. But In democratic
circumstances, one party ruled Indla.

» Even though many parties ran In free and Fair elections,
the Congress was able to win election after election.

» As Congress was viewed as the heir apparent to the
national movement, the roots of this exceptional
success of the Cangress Party can be traced back to the

legacy of the freedom struggle.
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» Bythetime of Independence, the Congress had evolved
into a social coalition that broadly represented the
diversity of castes and classes, faiths and languages,
and a range of interests within Indla.

» Tolerance and Management of Factions

» The Congress's coalition-like structure gave it an
uncommon power. A coalltlon, first and Foremost,
accepts all members. To achleve balance on practically
all problems, It must avold taking any extreme
posltlons.

» The ob)ectlves of numerous factions and leoders are
accommodated, and there [s greater toleronce for
Internal disagreements In a party that possesses the
characterlistics of a coalitlon.

» Even If o group disagreed with the party's stance or Its
share of power, It would choose to battle agalnst the
other groups within the party rather than defecting
and Jolning the "opposition.” The term “faction" refers
to these subgroups within the party.

» The groups adopted varlous |deologlcal viewpolnts,
glving Congress the appearance of belng a large
caentrist party.

» The maln strateqgy employed by the opposing parties
was to sway these groups, which had the effect of
Indirectly Influencing policy and decislon-making from
the 'margins’. In the Congress, there ware therefore
political contests.

» The Emergence of Opposition Partles

» Almost all non-Congress parties may be linked back to
one of the opposition parties from the 1950s.

» These groups provided persistent, frequently maral
criticism of the Congress Party's positions and
methods. This frequently altered the balance of power
inside Congress and kept the ruling party in check.

» The oppositlon and Congress leaders had a great deal
of respect for one another in the early years. As a
result, Indla's initial stage of democratic politics was
highly distinctive.

» The Influence of other political parties began to rise
as Congress' capaclty to satisfy all Interests and all
asplrants to polltical power rapldly decreased. Thus,
Congress's supremacy IS Just one aspect of natlonal
polltics.

P> Soclalist Party

» In 1934, a group of young leaders who desired a more
radical and equltable Congress Founded the Congress
Soclallst Party (CSP).
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» To prohibit its members from becoming members of
two parties, Congress changed its Constitution in 1948.
This compelled the soclalists to establish thelr party In
1948,

» They criticised Congress for disregarding the working
class and peasants while favouring landlords and
businessmen.

» The Socdlollst Party saw numerous dlvislons and
reunlifications, which resulted In the creatlon of
numerous soclalist partles, including the Samyukta
Soclallst Party, the Kisan Mazdoor Praja Party, and the
Praja Soclallst Party.

» The Communist Party of Indla (CPI)

» Following the Bolshevik Revolutlon In Russla as thelr
model, communlst groups began to emerge In varlous
reglons of Indla In the early 1920s.

» In 1951, the communlist party opted to toke part In
the impending genaral elections rather than continue
down the route of a bloody revolution.

» Among the prominent CPI leaders were EMS
Namboodripad, PC Joshl, SA Dange, AJay Ghosh, and
P Sundarraya.

» Following the Ideological split between the Soviet
Unlon and China In 1964, the Party underwent a
significant split. The opposition group established the
CPI(M), while the pro-Soviet group kept its name as the
CPI.

» Bhartiya Jana Sangh (BJS)

» With Shyama Prasad Mukherjee as Its founding
President, the Bharatlya Jana Sangh was established
in 1951.

» |t emphasised the notlon of one natlon, one culture,
and one country and held that the country might
develop Into a modern, Forward-thinking, and powerful
one by drawing on Indian traditions and culture.

» The Bharatiya Jana Sangh is where the Bharatiya
Janata Party first emerged.

> Swatantra Party

» In August 1959, the Swatantra Party was established.
Older members of the Congress, including
C. Rajagopalachari, KM Munshl, NG Ranga, and Minoo
Masanl, led the party.

» The party opposed
planning, governmental intervention in the econamy,
and public sector development strategies. It advocated
For the growth of the free market Instead.

natlonalisatlon, centrallsed
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& Practice Exercise

-f Mll“lple Cholce Questions N

QL The first winner of the Bharat Ratna Award Is an

Indian leader named
a. Balra| Madhaok

c. B.R. Ambedkar

b. Rajagopalacharl
d. KM Munshl

Q 9. The Swatantra Party’s doctrine included ................
as one of its tenets.
a. Economy free from state control
b. Autonomy of state
¢. Protectlon of princely
d. Interest of the working class

Q2. In which of the following countries did the Q10. Who served as India's second Chief Election
Institutional Revolutionary Party rule? Commissloner?
a. Mexico b. Finland a. Rala Gopal b. Sushmen
c. Calro d. Brazll c. Balra| Madhok d. Sunlil Ra|
Q8. Which year did Indla's first General Election take Q 11. Who was responsible for creating the Second Flve-
Year Plan?
placer P.C. Mahalanobl b. J.L. Neh
o 1947 5 1952 3, H-,\i Rﬂ 1alanobls d. N 0 fIruh
c. 1955 d. 1960 S $IRal - MAREOF LhEsg
Q12. Why did the leaders of India choose the more
Q4. Who was the Bharatlya Jana Sangh's founder? challenging path of democracy?
a. Mahatma Gandhl a. They were afrald of the results of non-democratic
b. Indira Gandhl rule
c. Shyama Prasad Mukher|eg b. Indla's freedom struggle was deeply committed
d. Sukumar Sen to the Idea of democracy
Q5. ONthe .oeerrreens, “the Indlan Constitution went Into c. They belleved that democracy was the cheapest
<t optian
: d. They veere pressured by other countries to adopt
a. 26 January 1948 b. 12 March 1948 ;
a demaocratic rule
c. 26 November 1949 d. 26 January 1950 ;
Q13. People exercise their influence in democracies
Q 6. Which party established Kerala's government in through .......ceuue. :
19577 a. Elections
a. Jan Sangh b. CPI b. Co-operative
c. Congress d. Soclalst Party c. Non-Governmental Organisation
Q7. What are some examples of non-democratic types d Political Partles
a. Direct army rule a. Sukumar Sen b. Sardar Patel
b. One-party rule c. BR Ambedkar d. Javraharlal Nehru
c. Nominal democracy but effective control by one Q15. Who was in power in India at the time the
leader Constitution was enacted?
d. All of the above a. A democratically elected government
b. A h
Q8. Match the following: .
c. An interim government
Column | Column i d. A military dictatorship
A. SA Dange (i) Bharatiya Jana Sangh Q16. When was India's first democratically elected
B. Shyama Prasad (i) Swatantra Party administration sworn in?
Mukherjee a. 26 November 1949  b. 24 January 1950
C. Minoo Masani (1)) Praja Soclalist Party c. January 1950 d. February 1952
D. Asoka Mehta (iv) Communist Party of Q7. Which party won the most seats following the
India Congress in the initial Lok Sabha election?
Codes: a. The Communist Party of India
A B C D A B C D b. The Bharatlya Janata Party
a. () @) Gi) @(v) b @v) Gi) G () c. The Samajwad! Party
c (v) () () () d. () (i) (1) (lv) d. The Nationalist Congress Party
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Q 18. How were the state's borders decided?

a. Based on linguistic princlples

b. Based on area

c. Based on locality

d. None of the abave

How did Congress integrate different groups and

interests into its structure?

a. By Imposing Its Ideology an them

b. By suppressing their Identity and beliefs

c. By allowing them to exist within Cangress with
their Constitution and organisational structure

d. By forming separate partles for them

-g) Assertion & Reason Type Questions

Directions (Q.Nos. 20-24): In the questions given below,
there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason
(R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:
a. Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) Is the corraoct
explanation of (A).
b. Both (A) and (R) are true. but (R) I8 not the correct
explanation of (A).

c. (A) Is true, but (R) Is false.
d. (A) Is false, but (R) is true.
Assertion (A): There is a multti-party system in India,
and the parties there reflect various interests.
Reason (R): Although there have been many
political parties, the Congress party has dominated
both at the national and state levels for a longer
time.
Assertion (A): The wuniversal adult franchise
experiment in Indla seemed quite audaclous and
dangerous.
Reason (R): These elections were unusual due to
the size of the country and the electorates.
Assertion (A): In various locations throughout
India, the Communist Party was founded in 1920.
Reason (R): It was inspired by the French Revolution
in that country.
Assertion (A): The 1952 Indian general elections
set a significant milestone in global democratic
history.
Reason (R): These electlons featured fierce
competition between the major parties, stimulating
public engagement, and extremely fair results
declaration.
Q 24. Assertion (A): Acharya Narendra Dev was the

Congress Socialist Party's first president.

Reason (R): It adopted the name Socialist Party

Q19.

Q 20.

Q2L

Q22

Q 23.

after 1955.
, ! #
@Q Fill in the Blank T1ype Questions N
Q25. The Lok Sabha and ........... elections were held
concurrently during the First General Elections in
1952.
Q 26. One of the pillars of the Swatantra Party's ideology
T [ .

Q 27. In the Initlal elections, the ........... party garnered
the second-highest number of seats in the Lok
Sabha.

The electoral commission began utilising electronic
voting machines around the end of........... .

........... was one of the plllars of the Swatantra
Party’'s doctrine.

'/ True or False Type Questions N

Q 30. The dominance of one party is a result of the
weakness of the opposition parties.

Q 31. Weak public opinlon contributes to one-party rule.

Q 32. The country's colonlal background is related to
one-party rule.

Q 33. One-party rule reveals a nation's lach of democratic
|deals.

Q 34. Asia's oldest political party is the Communist Party.

Q28.

Q 29.

-¢) Correct and Rewrite Type Questions N

Q 35. The extent of the victory of the congress was
artificially boosted by our country.

Q 36. Congress party had the bitter taste of defeat In
Delhl.

Q 37. The Bharatiya Jana Sangh was formed in 1959
with Shyama Prasad Mukherjee as its founder
President.

|Answers|
\4
1. (b) 2. (a) 3. (b) 4 (¢ 5. (d)
6. (b) 7. (d B. (c) . (@) 10. (c)
M (a) 12. (b)) 13. (@ 14 (@ 15 (¢
16. (d) 17. (8 18B. (@) 19. (¢) 20. (b)
2. (a) 22 () 23. (a) 24. (b)

25. State Assemblies

26. individual freedom

27. Communlst Party of Indla

2B8. 1990

29. Economy free from state control

30. True

31. False

32. True

33. False

34. False

35. The extent of the victory of the congress was
artificlally boosted by our electoral system.

36. Congress party had the bitter taste of defeat In
Kerala.

37. The Bharatliya Jana Sangh was formed In 1951 with
Shyama Prasad Mukher|ee as Its founder President.
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Passage 1

QL

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Read the passage given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option.

The Congress evolved from its origins in 1885
as a pressure group for the newly educated
professional and commercial classes to a mnss
movement in the twentieth century. This laid the
bagis for its eventual trangformation into a mngs
political party and its subsequent domination of
the political system, Thus the Congress began
as a party dominated by the English-apeaking,
upper caste, upper-middle-clasy, and urban elite.
But with every Civil Disobedience Movement, it
lnunched, its social base widenced.

In which year did the Congress originate?

a. 1885 b. 1888

c. 1883 d. 1898

The Congress originated as a........ewviein,
a. opposition party b. political party
C. pressure group d. Interest group

The Congress began as a party dominated by:
a. Upper caste b. Upper-middle class

c. Urban elite d. All of these

The soclal-based of Congress widened with every:
a. Non-Cooperation Movement

b. Civil DIsobedlence Movement
c Satyagraha
d. None of the above

Answers *
1 (a) 2. () 3. (d) 4. (b)

Passage 2

QL

Read the passage given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriafe option:

India is not the only country to have experienced
the dominance of one party. If we look around
the world, we find many other examples of one-
party dominance. But there is a crucial difference
between these and the Indian experience. In the
rest of the cases, the dominance of one party
was ensured by compromising democracy.
In some countries like China, Cuba, and Syria the
Constitution permits only a single party to rule
the country.

India follows a system of ........ccennins SYystem,

a. single party b. multl-party
C. two-party d. None of these
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Q2.

Q3.

Which of the following countries did not experience
single-party rule?
a. China
c. Cuba

b. Syria
d. USA

How was India's one-party rule different from
China's?

a. One-party dominance in Indla s based on
dictatorship, but one-party dominance in China is
based on democracy.

b. In China. ane-party rule Is based on a Communist
(dictatarship) system. as opposed to Indla. where
it Is based on a democratic gystem.

c. In India. one-party dominance is permitted by
Constitution, but China's Constitution doesn't
permit It

d. None of the abova

Ql

Ans.

Answers °
2. (d) 3. (b)

1. (b)

Passage 3

Read the passage given below and answer the
questions that follow:

The socialists believed in the ideology of
democratic  socialism  which  distinguished
them both from the Congress as well as from
the Communists. They criticised Congress
for favouring capitalists and landlords and for
ignoring the workers and the peasants. But the
socialists faced a dilemma when in 1955 the
Congress declared its goal to be the socialist
pattern of society. Thus it became difficult for the
socialists to present themselves as an effective
alternative to the Congress. Some of them, led
by Ram Manohar Lohia, increased their distance
from and criticism of the Congress party. Some
others like Asoka Mchta advocated limited
cooperation with the Congress.

Mention soclallst philosophy.

Soclalists held to the theory of democratic soclalism
to set themselves apart from Communists and
Congress.

Q 2. List a few Socialist Party leaders.

Ans. Jayaprakash Narayan. Asocka Mehta. Acharya
Narendra Dev, Ram Manohar Lohla, etc

Q 3. Why did socialists find it challenging to position
themselves as a viable alternative to Congress?

Ans. Because Congress stated that the soclalist model of
soclety was its aim in 1955.

Passage 4

Read the passage given below and answer the
questions that follow:

This coalition-like character of the Congress
gave it an unusual strength. Firstly, a coalition
accommodates all those who join it. Therefore,
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it has to avoid any extreme position and strike
a balance on almost all issues. Compromise and
inclusiveness are the hallmarks of a coalition.
This strategy put the opposition in difficulty.
Anything that the opposition wanted to say, would
also find a place in the programme and ideology
of the Congress. Secondly, in a party that has the
nature of a coalition, there is a greater tolerance
of internal differences and the ambitions of
various groups and leaders are accommodated.
The Congress did both these things during the
freedom struggle and continued doing this even
after Independence. That is why, even if a group
was not happy with the position of the party or
with its share of power, it would remain inside
the party and fight the other groups rather than

leaving the party and becoming an ‘opposition’,

Q L What do you mean by a faction, exactly?

Ans. Within a party, factions are organisations that have
developed out of |deologlcal differances or rivalries
and personal amblitions.

Q 2. Inwhat ways did the Congress party’s coalition-like
structure change its makeup?

Ans. The coalition-like structure of Congress allowed
for the accommedation of all soclal diversities
and preserved an equllibrium on practically all
sublects. Even a sultable room was provided for the
Ideologles and programmes of opposing partles.
Thus, Congress demonstrated greater tolerance for
Internal divergences.

Q3. How did Congress prevent the number of
‘opposition” from rising?

Ans. Congress did not permit the organisations to leave
the party to |oln the opposition. In addition to Its
coalitlon-Uke nature.

Passage 5
Read the passage given below and answer the
questions that follow:
The BSP under Kanshi Ram's leadership was
cnvisaged as an organisation based on pragmatic
politics. It derived confidence from the fact that
the Bahujans (SCs, STs OBCs and religious
minoritics) Constituted the majority of the
population and were a formidable political force
on the strength of their numbers.
Q L Which organisation did Kanshi Ram find?
Ans. Kanshi Ram founded the BSP.
Q 2. State the BSP in its entirety.

Ans. The full form of BSP Is Bahujan Sama| Party.

Q 3. What makes the Bahujans a potent political force?

Ans. Because they make up the malority of the population,
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these communitles«SCs, STs, and OBCs-were a
powerful political force.

~' Very Short Answer Tupe Questions N

Ql

Ans.

Q2.

Ans.

Qs.

Ans.

Q4.

Ans.

Q5.

Ans.

Q6.

Ans.

Q7.

Ans.

What function did the opposition parties serve in
the 1950s, despite thelr tiny participation In the
Indlan legislatures?

The following roles are played by the opposition

parties:

(i) These partles provided a conslstent, frequently
moral critique of the Congress party's positions
and methods.

(i) The ruling party was kept In control as a result
How did India's transition to democracy benefit
from the Congress Party's dominance in the first
three general elections?

Following are same ways that the Congress Party's

victory In the first three General Elections alded In

the establUshment of a democratic system In Indla:

(I) Since the Congress Party was a coaltion,
different factions were tolerated and even
encouraged.

(Il) It accepted all shades of the centre. Including
radical and pacifist. conservative and radical
extremist and moderate, and right and left.

Tell us how the ideologies of Congress and the Jana

Sangh vary most.

() The primary Ideological difference betvegen
Bharatiya Jana Songh and Congress was the
emphaslis that Bharatiya Jana Sangh placed on
one party, one country, one culture, and one
nation. namely the Hindu nation or Hindutva.

() In contrast. Congress organised soclal and
ideologlcal coalltions that took Into account
socletal diversity.

State any one characteristic of Bharatiya Jana

Sangh's philosophy.

Bharatiya Jana Sangh's philosophy emphasised the

notion of ane nation. one culture. and one country.

What does "one-party dominance” entall in the
context of Indla?

The one-party rule refers to the Congress party
winning the first three general elections in 1952,
1957. and 1962. which were held for the Lok Sabha
and State Assemblies, respectively. In the Lok Sabha
elections held In 1952, 1957, and 1962. the Congress
won 364 seats out of 489. 371 out of 494, and 361
out of 494 respectively.

When was India's Election Commission established?

In January 1950, the Indlan Election Commission was
established.

Who served as
Commisslioner?
As the firgt Chlef Electlion Commisslaner, Sukumar
Sen was appolnted.

its Inftlal Chief Eloction
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Q 8. How was the Congress Party able to continue to
rule until 19677

Ans. The supremacy of the Congress Party until 1967 was
due to the causes listed below:

(I) The Congress was already a well-organised
party, and by the time other parties had time
to plan thelr approach, they had already begun
thelr campalgn.

(I) Down to the local levels, Congress had an
organlisational network.

Q 9. What exactly does a coalition government entail?

Ans. A coalition government Is created when several
political parties band together under the premise of
a common minimum programme.

Q 10. When did the central government's coalitlon first

come into belng?
Ans. The first conlition government wase established at

the centre In 1977 led by Prime Minlster Morarijl
Desal,

Q1L What are the two maln contrasts between the
soclalist and Communist parties?

Ans. Between the soclalist and Communist partles, there
were tvo differences:

(i) The Communist party supported the |dea of
revolutionary soclalism, whereas the soclallst
party supported democratic saclalism.

(II) Saclallsts had no such Idecloglcal predisposition
as did the Communist party. whose ideology
v/as orlented toward the Saviet Unlon and China.

Q12. From the General Election of 1952 to the General
Election of 2004, how has the voting process
changed?

Ans. Following are some ways that vating methods have
changed between the General Elections of 1952 and
2004:

(i) After the first two elections, each candldate's
name and a symbol were printed on the ballat
paper, and vaoters had to stamp the names of
those they wished to support.

(i) By 2004, every voter In the nation was using an
Electronic Voting Machine (EVM).

@ Cartoon Based qQuestion \

QL Study the cartoon given below and answer the
question that follow:

(I) What does the cartoon represent?
Ans. Cartoon represents dominance of Cangress which is
being tug by opposition parties to throw Congress
out of power.

(i) What does the term "Tug of war' refer to?
Ans. Tug of war refer to pulling out the Congress by
criticlem and mentloning Its weakneses In an hanest
and |ustified manner.

(iii) Who has been shown on the branches of tree?
Ang. Pt Jawaharlal Nehru along with his calleagues In the
cablnet

"f Short Answer Type Questions N

Ql Give any four reasons for the Congress party's

dominance in the first three General Elections.
Ans. Due to the followIng factors, the Congress party was
able to hold onto Its power untll 1967

(I) Elites. well-educated members of the business
class, and members of the middle class all
backed the Congress party. Due to Its soclalist
nature. it also had support among the peasants.

(1) It featured numerous well-known figures.
Uke Jawaharlal Nehru. C. Rajagopalacharl,
Vallabhbhal Patel. etc. Jawaharlal Nehru was a
charismatic and well-Uked leader. In additlon.

(Il) Both at the top and on the ground. Congress
was actlve. Because of thelr involvement In the
Clivil Disobedience Movement, Congress became
more well-known.

(iv) Congress achieved widespread support
throughout Nehru's administration, but the
powerful excluslve Congress elite continued
to profit from the electorate's lack of political
a\Wareness.

(v) Congress became a one-party system as a
result of the traditional localities.

Q 2. What set the Congress party's supremacy in India
apart from one party's domination in other nations?
Explains.

Ans. (I) Indla's one-party system differs from that of
other natlons. Indla has a multl-party political
system. Between 1952 and 1962, the Congress
party waon every election. Regular. fair elections
held in India at regular intervals.

(i) Although many other political parties
particlpated. the Congress party continues to
rule Indla thanks to the charismatic, successful
and inspiring leadership of its leaders and
the glorious legacy of the Congress party. The
Constitutions of natlong like China, Cuba, Syria,
and Mexlco anly allow for one party to run each
state.
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Qa.

Ans.

Q4.

Ans.

Q5.

Ans.
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(ili) About six decades of the PRIl's dominance in
Mexico ended in dictatorship. Elections in these
nations were frequently Influenced and corrupt,
but in India. everything has been done in the
aplrit of democracy.

Describe any four Issues the Election Commission

of India is facing to hold the First General Election.

After being established in January 1950, the Election

Commisslon of Indla qulckly realised that holding

free and falr electlons In a nation the slze of Indla

would not be simple. The following lssues were
brought up to the Electlon Commlission of Indla In
preparation for the First General Election:

() Delimitation. or the drafting of the borders of
the electoral constlituencles, was necessary
before holding an election.

(II) Additionally, the electoral rolls=a Ust of all
citlzens who are eligible to vote—had to be
prepared.

(lI1) Only 15% of eligible vaters were readers.

(Iv) It vas difficult because of the size of the country.

Who was the Swatantra Party's founder in

19597 Describe three of this party's policles or

programmes.

C. Ralagopalacharl created the Swatantra Party

In 1959. The following three party policles and

Programmes were:

() The Swatantra Party favoured decreasing
government Involvement In managing the
economy. It held that only Individual freedom
could lead to wealth.

() It vas critical of the government's economic
Interference, centralised planning, natlonall-
sation. and public sector policies. Instead. it
supported the growth of the free market.

(ll) The Swatantra Party opposed state trading and
cooperative farming as well as agricultural land
limitations.

The modifications made to India's voting procedures

after 1952 should be highlighted.

After 1952, Indla's voting procedures underwent the

following modifications:

(I) Each poling booth had a boxwith the candidates'
election symbols during the first General
Election. Each voter was provided with a blank
ballot. which they then had to place in the box
next to the candidate they desired to support.
20 lakh steel boxes were Initially employed for
this purpose.

(i) From the third to the thirteenth General
Electlon, every candidate's name and symbol
were printed on the ballot paper, and the
results of the vote affected each candidate's
name and symbol For 40 years, this method
was effective.

(llf) The Electronic Voting Machine (EVM) was first
introduced by the Election Commission at the
tall end of the 1990s, and It saw widespread use
across the nation in 2004,

Q6.

Ans.

Describe the opposition parties’ function in India

in a few sentences.

There were several opposition parties at the time of

independence. and afterwards, they grew. but they

only recelved minimal representation in the Lok

Sabha and state leglslatures. The demaocratic nature

of the system was nevertheless greatly alded by

thelr existence.

In the Parllaments of 1952 and 1957, the opposition

engaged In the following four activities:

(I) The Congress Party's polcles and procedures
came under scathing and princlpled criticism
from these opposition graups. This phenomenaon
showed how Congress's checks and balances
work.

() When the CPI overthrew Congress in Kerala
In 1957 and took power, Congress promptly
removed the CPlI under Article 356. The
opposlition leaders criticised It clalming that It
wag the first time that Constitutlonal emergency
powers had been abused.

(i) BJS was able to secure three seats In 1950 and
four seats In 1957 The party took on the role
of the opposition, launching a campalgn to have
Hindl replace English as the officlal language
and supporting the creation of nuclear weapaons.

(iv) The opposition partles stopped  the
dissatisfaction with the system from escalating
Into antl-democracy. The leaders (young
people) of these parties were also tralned to
mould Indla Into a powerful. developed nation.

Q7. Describe how the Communist party of India

Ans.

Q8.

Ans.

nrene €9

operated between 1920 and 1950.

The Communist Party of India (CPI), founded in
1920 and motivated by the Bolshevik Revolution in
Russla, promoted soclalism as the panacea for all
national Issues. Since 1935, CPIl has operated with a
varlety of Ideologles under the ausplces of Congress.
CPI's relationshlp with Congress was damaged in
1941 when it sided with the British in the war against
Germany. In the Constituent Assembly. the party
shouted. °Is India real or just a facade?” In Telangana.
it too inspired a bloody uprising. Following that. CPI
decided to vote in the General Election.

What negative effects did the ‘one-party
domination system’ which was common, have on
India's democracy?

The one-party domination system threatened
to Impose tyranny and chaos and caused a
Constitutional order crisls. It gave the party such
strength that it dared to contest the court's declsion.
It also discovered a way to prove that the executive
branch and the bureaucracy had colluded improperly.
causing atrocities to be committed. People gradually
lost access to thelr fundamental rights. and the
country's Constitution was Incorrectly amended.
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Examples of how the one-party rule has harmed
Indlan politics and democracy Include:
(I) Nehru and Indira Gandhi proclaimed states of
emergency in Kerala and Pun|ab. respectively.
in 1951 and 1975.
(i) Red tape was present from 1975 to 1977.

(lif) Indira Gandhl disobeyed the Supreme Court of
Indla and the Allahabad High Court's ruling,

Q9. What made
unusual?

Ans. The vast slze of the country and Its electorate,
the first General Electlon In Indla was regarded as
exceptional. Addlitionally, it was a poor and Illiterate
natlon's first significant democratic test In an era
when many European nationg still did not grant
voting rights to all women, Indla's experimantation
with the Unlvarsal Adult Franchige seamead very
audaclous and risky.

Q 10. Describe the Swatantra Partys phllosophicol
stances.

Ans. The Conpgress Nagpur resolution, which advocated
for land Umiltations, state control of the food graln
trade. and the adoption of cooperative farming, led
to the farmation of the Swatantra Party In August
1959. Older members of the Congress, Including
C. Rajagopalacharl, KM. Munshl, N.G. Ranga. and
Minoo Masanl, dominated the party. In terms of Its
stance on economic concerns. the party stood apart
from the competition.

The following are the philosophles of the Swatantra

Party:

(I) The Swatantra Party favoured a progressive
reduction In the role of the government In
managling the economy. It held the opinion that
only personal freedom could lead to wealth.

() It was critical of the government's economic
Interference, centralised planning,
nationalisation. and public sector policles.
Instead. it supported the growth of the free
market.

(i) This group opposed cooperative farming and
agricultural land ceilings.

(iv) The Swatantra Party opposed state trading and
cooperative farming, as well as agricultural
land Umitations. Additionally, it demanded the
eUmination of the lcensing system and was
agalnst the progressive tax system.

-¢]) Long AnSWer Type Questions N

Indla’'s first General Electlon so

QL Examine the causes of the Congress party's

dominance in the first three General Elections.
Ans. The Congress party was able to hold onto Its power
until 1967 for the reasons listed below:
(I) The history of the freedom fight serves as the
foundation for the Congress party’s unparalleled
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achievement. The national movement was
consldered as Cangress's to Inherlt. Numerous
leaders who were at the forefront of the conflict
are now running for Congress.

(i) Elite. well-educated members of the business
class and members of the middle class
supported the Congress party. Due to its soclalist
nature, It alsa had support amaong the peasants.

(iil) It featured numerous well-known fgures.
Uke Jawaharlal Nehru, C. Rajagopalachari,
Vallabhbhai Patel etc. In addition, Jawaharlal
Nehru was a charismatic and veell-Uked leader.

(iv) Both high-level and grassroots efforts were
made by Congress. Through Involvement In the
Civil Disobedience Movement, Congress galned
popularity.

(v) While Nehru was In office, Congress attalned
widespread popularity, but the powerful,
exclusive Congress elite continued to profit
from the electorate’s lack of political awareness.

nowledge BOOSTER

L The one-party rule [n Congress was a result of
) longstanding alleglances.

£1N

Q2. "Congress party had long been a soclal and
Ideological coalition.” Explain the statement.

Ans. Following Its founding In 1885, the Congress party
developed into an ideological and soclal coalition,
which gave It an unusually high degree of strength.
Its coalition-llke nature was due to a varlety of
circumstances, Including:

() The English-speaking,  upper-middle-class,
upper-caste. and urban elite first controlled
Congress as a party.

(Il) Its soclal base grew with each movement it
started for clvil disobedlence.

(iii) It united many organisations whase Interests
were frequently at odds.

(iv) All castes and soclal classes. Including peasants.
Industrialists, clty dwellers, country dwellers,
workers. and owners, were represented in the
Congress.

(v) By the time of Indla's independence. the Congress
had evolved Into a soclal coalition resembling a
rainbow that broadly represented the country's
dlversity in terms of classes and castes, religlons
and languages. and different interests.

Q 3. What distinguishes the “one-party system® In
Mexico from ‘one-party dominance" in India?
Which of the two political systems Is better, in your
opinion, and why?

Ans. The dominance of one party in Mexico and India
differed from one another. This was a one-party
system in Mexico. but it was not dominant because:

(i) In Mexico. the Institutional Revolutionary Party
(PRI). In contrast to the Congress party of
India. which presided on behalf of the popular
consensus, was an absolute dictatorship.
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(i) While free and falr elections were held In India,
where the losing candidate was also treated
fairly, elections in Mexico were based on
irregularities and heavily favoured the PRI

For the following reasans, we believe that one-party
dominance similar to that of Indla Is preferable:

(I) Takes Into account goclal diversity

() Encourage widespread Involvement

(i) Malntain the salle and make sure the democratic
splrit is present.

(Ilv) Desplite oppositian, show respect.

Q4. Describe the significance of the Indian General
Electlons of 1952 for the development of
democracy worldwlde.

Ans. The central tenet of democratic theory Is election
and popular representation. The cruclal test of
democracy In a developing and Iliterate nation wag
Indla's first General Election.

It Is possible to comprehend the significance of

Indlo's first General Electlon by consldering the

following:

(I) It took place between October 25 and February
21,1952, In the past. democracy had only been
practised in developed natlons. primarily In
North America and Europe. where the malority
of the population had access to education.,

() In thls sense. Indla's attempt at a unlversal
adult franchlse seems quite audaclous and
dangerous, According to some academics. it
was the largest game ever played.

(ii) Jawaharlal Nehru would live to admit the fallure
of Indla's national adult franchlse, according to
the magazine's editor.

(lv) 26 Indlan states were represented In the
Arst General Elections, which included 488
voting districts. The number of seats in each
Constituency varled during the period. with
314 having ane. 86 having two. and one having
three. It turned out to be a significant moment
In the global history of democracy,.

(v) It was no longer valid to claim that a demaocracy
could not function in an environment of extreme
poverty or illiteracy.

(vi) It demonstrated the viability of demacracy
around the world.

The next actions were performed to hold the first

General Electlon:

(I) InJanuary 1950. the Indlan Electlon Commission
was established.

() A Ust of eliglble voters for the electlon was
created.

(iii) Delimitation, or the design of the electoral
constituency boundaries, was finished.

(iv) The training for the elections included more
than 3 lakh officers and poll workers.
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Q 5. Whydid opposition parties start to appear In India?
What were they used for?

Ans. Some of the various opposition groups were non-
Congress parties. When they initially formed before
the 1952 General Electiong, they were only able to
win a small number of seats in the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies.

Uses of opposition parties

(i) Constructive criticism of the administration.

(l) Restricting the rullng party’s arbitrary actlons.

(iil) Preserving Indlvidual freedom and rights.

(iv) Government formation preparation.

These partles upheld the demacratic nature of the
system:

(I) These provided criticism based on values to
hold the ruling party accountable.

() The leaders were also trained by these parties
to play a significant position In the natlon's
development.

() In the early years. there vas a great deal of
respect between Congress leaders and those
from the opposition. as seen by the Inclusion of
apposition Aigures Uke Dr. Ambedkar, Jayaprakash
Narayan, and Shyama Prasad Mukherjee Into the
cablnet by the Interim administration.

Q 6. Describe the Communist Party of Indla's political
philosophy.

Ans. The Poltical Programme of the Communist Party of

Indla Is as follows:

() The CPI places the utmost importance on
preserving Indla's Integrity. securlty. and
soverelgnty.

(ii) The CPI supparts the protection and bolstering
of the natlon's secular democratic system In the
fight against all splintering forces.

(iil) In addition to the Mandal Commisslon report's
execution, the manifesto demands a 109 |ob
reservation for advancing castes economically
disadvantaged groups. The party s In favour of
giving women a 30% |ob reservation.

(iv) The party favours the swift adoption of all-
encompassing polcles for soclal |ustice.

(v) The party has called for a reorganisation of
Center-State relations in the true federalist
spirit. As suggested by the Sarkarla Commission,
the state should be given more authority.

(vl) The party advocated for expanding peoples
political and civil rights as well as repealing
Article 356 of the Caonstitution.

(vil) On the floor of the house, the state's future will
be decided.

(vii) The Party has demanded that actual
decentrallsation take place by giving elected
officials at the district, block. and Panchayat
levels additional authority and financlal
resources.

(Ix) The party supports taking decisive action to
combat corruption. It Is Important to pass the
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Lokpal BIillL which covers the Prime Minister,
lawmakers, and ather government officlals.
A committee of top offidals should make
declslons regarding transfers and postings.
vshich are ripe for corruption.

(x) AUl lawmakers, MPs, MLAs, minlsters, and top
officlals must reveal thelr assets and present
them to Parllament and the assembly.

Q7. Describe the challenges the Elections Commission
of India encountered when staging the country’s
first General Elections following its declaration of
independence.

Ans. On January 26, 1950, the Indlan Constitution went
Into effect. Democracy was founded In Indla thanks
to the Indlan Canstitution. In January 1950. India's
election commisslon was established. The first Chief
Election Commissioner of Indla was Sukumar Sen. In
1952, the natlon’s Initlal General Elections were held.
In the global history of democracy, the first General
Election In 1952 |s seen as a turning polnt.

(I) Aracord-breaking 17 crore vaters participated In
the first General Election, making It a watershed
mament [n the history of democracy.

(I A total of 3.200 MLAs fram all of Indla's
legislative assemblies made up the Lok Sabha.
v/hich had 489 members. Based on single-
member constituencles, the voters were to
directly elect these representatives,

(i) For the first General Elections, maore than 3 lakh
officers and poll workers recelved tralning.

(Ilv) The first General Election served as the first
significant democratic test In a developing.
I\Uterate nation. Elections have previously been
held In developed and dvilised natlons In North
America and Europe.

(v) While women did not have the right to vote
In many European countries, the first General
Electlons were held under the Universal Adult
Franchise.

(vi) All adult citizens in India have the right to vote.
As a result. the 1952 General Electlons were a
significant turning point in the global histary of
democracy. Truly. Indla had accomplshed much
with this.

Q 8. Describe the opposition parties’ particularly
important role in our nation's early democratic
political process.

Ans. (i) Inour nation's early democratic political history.
opposition partles played a very speclal role.
India already had more diversified and active
opposition parties than many other multl-party
democracies at the time.

(1) Indian politics were dominated by the Congress
party after independence. More than two-
thirds of the Lok Sabha seats were waon by the
Congress party In the first three elections.

(lif) Even then, there vrere a lot of oppasition parties
in the Lok Sabha. Although there was no formal.
acknowledged oppositlon in the Lok Sabha.
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there were numerous small opposition parties
that were cruclal In preserving the demaocratic
nature of the system.

(lv) Almost all non-Congress parties now may be
linked back to one of the oppasition groups
from the 1950s. Desplte having a meagre
presence in the Lok Sabha. opposition leaders
were very effective because of thelr standing
and personalities.

(v) The oppoasltion parties held the ruling party In
check by criticising the Congress party's policies.
The rival political groups support constructive
criticlsm.

(vl) As a result, opposition partles were cruclal In
keeping the system's demaocratic noture.

Q9. What effects did the Congress party's dominance
have on the political system's democratic nature In
India? Explain.

Ans. () Multl-party politics are practised In Indla.
Elections are attended by numerous political
parties. Howewver, up untll 1967 the Indlan
Natlonal Congress held both the national and
state governments In sway.

() The ‘'one-party dominating system' has a
strong presence, which hurts the democracy of
Indlan politics. The dominance of ane party Is
detrimental to democracy since it prevents the
growth of other political parties.

() The Congress party was unable to keep Its
promises to the populace because of a lack of
arganised opposlition.

(iv) As a result of Congress’ protracted reign. no
other party had the opportunity to take the
relns.

(v) Because of how ineffectlve Its management has
become, corruption Is pervasive. The fact that
“The Congress has evolved Into a monolithic
institution making It almost Impossible for the
establishment of a sound party system in the
country” was acknowledged by Pt. Jawaharlal
Nehru himself.

(vl) "The party system that has grown up In our
country is not only irreconcilable with the
particular democratic Institutions we have
adopted, but it poses a threat to the survival of
democracy in Indla." claims RA- Gopalaswami.

Q 10. Describe how voting practices have changed in

Indla since 1952.

Ans. (i) The world's largest democratic natlon Is Indla.
The Indlan Election commisslon Is hence
conducting frequent elections.

(ii) The electoral voting process has changed over
time.

() In the General Elections of 2019, Electronic
Voting Machines (EVM) were used to record
voter preferences, whereas, In the first General
Election, boxes with each candidate’s election
emblem were placed In each polling location.
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(iv) Each voter recelved a blank plece of paper to fill
out and place In the box of the candldate they
wish to support.

(v) However, the method was very time and money
consuming.

(vi) The Election Commission of India and the Indian
gavernment declded to use EVMs as a pllot
project In the General Election held in 2004
because booth capturing was another flaw in
the ballot paper system. In the 2019 Lok Sabha
electlon, the entlre election was conducted

using EVMs and V.V.PAT (Voter Verlfable Paper
Audit Trall).

@ Map Based Questions

Q L On the outline political map of India given below,
five States have been marked as A, B, C, D and E.
With the help of the information glven below,
identify them and write their correct names along
with the serial number of the information used and
the related alphabet in the map.

INDLA

inedvkn DR o/Th Kanbas

Dy of Bagal

(i) The State to which C. Rajagopalachari,
the first Indian Governor-General of India,
belonged.

(I) The State where the first Non-Congress
Government was formed by EMS
Namboodiripad.

(lll) The State to which Rafi Ahmed Kidwal, the
Union Minister for Food and Agriculture
(1952-54) belonged.

(iv) The State which faced the most acute food
crisis in 1965-1967.

(v) The State which led the country to While
Revolution through Dalry Cooperative
Movement,

Ans. A-(iv) Blhar,
C-(v) Gu|arat,
E-(Il) Kerala

Q2. On a political outline map of India locate and label
the following and symbolise them as Indlcated:

INDIA

Du o Bap uly Aehs

B-(iil) Uttar Pradesh,
D-(I) Tamil Nadu.

Doy of Dongul

Lelibhadwanp
L}

0 |

badien Dmos

(1) Two states where Congress was not In power
at some point during 1952-67.
(2) Two states where the Congress remalned In
power through this period.
Ans. (1) (i) Jammu & Kashmir, (ii) Kerala

(2) () Uttar Pradesh. (i) Maharashtra

& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions
Q L Which year did India's first General Election take

place?
a. 1947 b. 1952
c. 1955 d. 1960

Q 2. Who was the Bharatiya Jana Sangh's founder?
3. Mahatma Gandhl

b. Indira Gandhi
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c. Shyama Prasad Mukherijee
d. Sukumar Sen

Fillin the Blank Type Questions

Q3. The Lok Sabha and ........... elections were held
concurrently during the First General Elections In
1952,

Q 4. One of the pillars of the Swatantra Party's ideology

WaAS sievinesnsse
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Assertion and Reason Type Questions a. One-party dominance In Indla is based on
dictatorship. but ane-party dominance In China Is
based on democracy.

Directions (Q.Nos. 5-6): /n the questions given below, there
are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and Reason (R). b. In China, onie-party ruile Is based on a Communist
Read the statements and choose the correct option: (dictatorship) system, as opposed to Indla. where

a. Both (A) and (R) are true and (R) Is the correct It s based on a democratic system.

explanation of (A). c. In Indla. one-party dominance Is permitted by

b. Both (A) and (R) are true. but (R) I8 nat the correct Constitution, but China's Constitution doesn't
explanation of (A). permit It.
¢. (A) Is true. but (R) ts false. d. None of the above

d. (A) Is false, but (R) Is true.

Q5. Assertion (A): There is a multi-party system in Indla,
and the parties there reflect various Interasts. Q8. Study the cartoon given below and answer the
Reason (R): Although there have been many question that follow:
political parties, the Congress party has dominated
both at the national and state levels for a longer
time.

Q6. Assertion (A): The universal adult franchlse
experiment in Indla seemed quite audaclous and
dangerous.

Reason (R): These elections were unusual due to
the size of the country and the electorates.

Cartoon Based Question

Passage Based Question

Q7. Read the passage given below and answer the . i
guestions  that follow by choosing the most (R

=
AR

appropriate optlon:
Indin is not the only country to have expericnced (1) What does the cartoon represent?
thc dominance of onc party. If we look around (i) What does the term "Tug of war' refer to?

the world, we find many other examples of one- (ili) Who has been shown on the branches of tree?

between these and the Indian experience. In the

Q9. Tell us how the ideologies of Congress and the Jana

rest of the cases, the dominance of onc party Sangh vary most.

was cnsured by compromising dcmocracy.

Q10. State any one characteristic of Bharatiya Jana
In some countries like China, Cuba, and Syria the

Sangh's philosophy.
Constitution permits only a single to rule
¥ / el Short Answer Type Questions

the country.
(i) India follows a system of ................... system. Q 11. The modifications made-tn I!'ldia'svuting procedures
a. single party b. multl-party after 1952 should be highlighted.
C Two-party d. None of these Q12. What negative effects did the ‘“one-party
(i) Which of the following countries did not experience domination system", which was common, have on
single-party rule? India's democracy?
B e g o Long Answer Type Question
c. Cuba d. USA ]
Q13. Describe the Communist Party of India's political
(ill) How was Indla's one-party rule different fram
philosophy.
China's?
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